FRR - Making the Best

Use of our Forests

MANAGING FORESTS

THE FOREST POLICY ENVIRONMENT

NATURAL FORESTS

PLANTATIONS




By 2050 there will be 1.2 billion ha. of protected
forest. Conserving forests can enrich us all when
part of a coherent land use strategy, but it is
important to understand what needs to be
protected and how to do it.

Law and regulation are the principal vehicles. Other
approaches can also prove successful - e.g. ecotourism,
and conservation trust funds that compensate people
for not using forests for other uses.

Trees grown in small plots, often on farms, were once
commonly dismissed as irrelevant. Together with
timber from industrial plantations (e.g. rubber wood)
and agroforestry schemes, they are now seen as a
major source of future forest produce supply and
conservation in densely populated areas - contributing
timber, fuel, fodder, fruit, shade and more.

Well resourced, well managed state agencies, with
clear objectives and control over their resources,
can produce impressive results. However state
forests often suffer from the difficulties that
government management brings - especially when
public agencies are under-resourced. This has led
some countries to encourage more private sector
participation in state-owned forests.

There are many well-managed forests where
companies operate sustainably - and reap the
rewards. The plantation sector is a particularly
good example. On the other hand, private
companies are responsible for much of the over
exploitation and asset-stripping of the world’s
forests - the result of ineffective policy
management, poor regulation and enforcement

and a drive for short term profits. Sometimes,
timber prices may make sustainable forest
management nonviable when managed purely on
business terms; if the world wants private
investment in sustainability, new means of paying
for it will have to be found.

Community forest management - putting
management in the hands of those who have most
interest in sustaining the forest - is growing. By
2050 an estimated 1.2 billion ha. will be under
collaborative or community management. Some
exploitation is through hunting and gathering; other
communities are being introduced to industrial
forestry techniques.

Results are mixed, and some initiatives are too new
to be properly assessed. However, the demonstrable
success of community projects in Nepal, Mexico
and elsewhere illustrates the potential.
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* FRR works around the world with Governments,
businesses, trust funds, NGOs and communities
to strengthen their role so that forests can be
responsibly managed or conserved.

e Our consulting services are based on a
practical forest culture, be it large scale
plantations or community level forest
management, forest and wildlife conservation
or sector-level governance reform.

e FRR’s work often focuses on achieving pro-poor
outcomes, with a range of approaches to match
different environmental, social and governance
circumstances.



